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WWII Veteran &
Community Leader

SS8H10 Evaluate
key post-World War
II developments in
Georgia.

Matthew Southall Brown, Sr. (1922-2021)

Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.:
War Hero. Community Pillar.
Pastor Matthew Southall Brown, Sr. made a historical difference both

locally and internationally. He served in the United States Army during

World War II, and was one of the 2,221 Black soldiers who volunteered

to fight in the Battle of the Bulge. He returned to the U.S. in 1945, and

soon after married Lottie Mariah Williams, with whom he fathered two

daughters and two sons. He was ordained at Historic First African

Baptist Church in Savannah, and in 1969 he was called to serve as

pastor at St. John Baptist Church, where he led the community in

rebuilding the church after a fire destroyed the building in 1993. He

served as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the Savannah

Housing Authority, President of the Savannah Model Cities

Neighborhood Council, Inc., and as a life member of the NAACP and

Chairman of their Church Work Committee. He was invited by U.S.

representative of Georgia’s 12th congressional district, John Barrow, to

deliver an opening prayer as Guest Chaplain for the U.S. House of

Representatives in 2009. He was sponsored by Honor Flights to return

to the Netherlands and Belgium, where he was honored for his bravery

in the war, and was celebrated as a Black Liberator, meeting the King

and Queen of the Netherlands and the King of Belgium; he regarded

this trip as the pinnacle event of his life.
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Lesson Topic

Georgia Standards

Lesson Picture Book

Who are your People?
by Bakari Sellers



Show the YouTube video: Savannah pastor to be honored in the

Netherlands (about Brown being honored as a Black Liberator).

Discussion Questions:

What did you notice about how he was honored?

 Why do you think his service mattered internationally?

Introduce Vocabulary:

Veteran – a person who served in the military

Liberator – someone who helps free others

Segregation – enforced separation of racial groups

Youtube Video -
Savannah pastor to be
honored in the
Netherlands
Picture Book Overview -
Who are your People? by
Bakari Sellers
Picture Book Video - Who
are your People? by
Bakari Sellers
GHS Primary Source Set -
Matthew Southall Brown,
Sr.
ArchivEra - GHS Online
Archival Catalog System 

Materials Lesson Introduction

Explain Brown’s life in chronological order:

WWII service (Battle of the Bulge Volunteer)

Return home and family life

Ordination at First African Baptist Church

Leadership at St. John Baptist Church

Civic roles (Housing Authority, NAACP)

International recognition in Europe

Emphasize how Brown represents Black military contributions after

WWII, growth of civil rights leadership in Georgia, and community

rebuilding and urban development.

Read the picture book: Who Are Your People? and/or

Listen to the picture book: Who Are Your People?

Guiding Questions:

How does the book define identity and legacy?

How does Brown’s life reflect the idea of “your people”?

Direct Introduction

Create small groups of 4-5 students, depending on class size. Provide

each group with:

GHS Primary Sources Set - Matthew Southall Brown, Sr. 

Who Are Your People? by Bakari Sellers

Have each group analyze the materials and complete a 3–2–1 written

response:

3 interesting or important facts about Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.

2 things that surprised you in the primary source set

1 major takeaway from the picture book.

Each group will present their findings to the class, referencing at

least one primary source in their explanation.

Guided Practice

Students will complete the ticket out of door journal response:

DOK Level 2: What is one word you would use to describe

Brown’s legacy, and why?

DOK Level 3: How did Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.’s

experiences in World War II influence his role as a community

leader in Georgia?

DOK Level 4: Write a short “legacy statement” answering: Who

are your people?

Independent Practice
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GHS Primary Sources

02

With support from

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=80e2d234b7bb7b01&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3ppPEReeCOS7s1VbbZz2TLt2sOibMbYx2XAHg-v8xM5VswWDsYo9WtqkvCRRg9-K9RfQixZA0u1sQgKuyFF8B98bkRj4v7-QBqQ0aIMo8q2eU51U0UB3rYaoLUwZk7XDMXSQSN3vR6lit0ajVHpT0aJoAKenpbI6cAL29OH4SjZQrsJOXg&q=Matthew+Southall+Brown+Sr&ved=2ahUKEwjBguy72c-TAxV8_8kDHSlKGXsQtKgLegQIFRAB&biw=1536&bih=730&dpr=1.25#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:75282784,vid:dVmHcktGv_E,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=80e2d234b7bb7b01&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3ppPEReeCOS7s1VbbZz2TLt2sOibMbYx2XAHg-v8xM5VswWDsYo9WtqkvCRRg9-K9RfQixZA0u1sQgKuyFF8B98bkRj4v7-QBqQ0aIMo8q2eU51U0UB3rYaoLUwZk7XDMXSQSN3vR6lit0ajVHpT0aJoAKenpbI6cAL29OH4SjZQrsJOXg&q=Matthew+Southall+Brown+Sr&ved=2ahUKEwjBguy72c-TAxV8_8kDHSlKGXsQtKgLegQIFRAB&biw=1536&bih=730&dpr=1.25#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:75282784,vid:dVmHcktGv_E,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=80e2d234b7bb7b01&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3ppPEReeCOS7s1VbbZz2TLt2sOibMbYx2XAHg-v8xM5VswWDsYo9WtqkvCRRg9-K9RfQixZA0u1sQgKuyFF8B98bkRj4v7-QBqQ0aIMo8q2eU51U0UB3rYaoLUwZk7XDMXSQSN3vR6lit0ajVHpT0aJoAKenpbI6cAL29OH4SjZQrsJOXg&q=Matthew+Southall+Brown+Sr&ved=2ahUKEwjBguy72c-TAxV8_8kDHSlKGXsQtKgLegQIFRAB&biw=1536&bih=730&dpr=1.25#fpstate=ive&ip=1&vld=cid:75282784,vid:dVmHcktGv_E,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=80e2d234b7bb7b01&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3ppPEReeCOS7s1VbbZz2TLt2sOibMbYx2XAHg-v8xM5VswWDsYo9WtqkvCRRg9-K9RfQixZA0u1sQgKuyFF8B98bkRj4v7-QBqQ0aIMo8q2eU51U0UB3rYaoLUwZk7XDMXSQSN3vR6lit0ajVHpT0aJoAKenpbI6cAL29OH4SjZQrsJOXg&q=Matthew+Southall+Brown+Sr&ved=2ahUKEwjBguy72c-TAxV8_8kDHSlKGXsQtKgLegQIFRAB&biw=1536&bih=730&dpr=1.25#fpstate=ive&ip=1&vld=cid:75282784,vid:dVmHcktGv_E,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=80e2d234b7bb7b01&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3ppPEReeCOS7s1VbbZz2TLt2sOibMbYx2XAHg-v8xM5VswWDsYo9WtqkvCRRg9-K9RfQixZA0u1sQgKuyFF8B98bkRj4v7-QBqQ0aIMo8q2eU51U0UB3rYaoLUwZk7XDMXSQSN3vR6lit0ajVHpT0aJoAKenpbI6cAL29OH4SjZQrsJOXg&q=Matthew+Southall+Brown+Sr&ved=2ahUKEwjBguy72c-TAxV8_8kDHSlKGXsQtKgLegQIFRAB&biw=1536&bih=730&dpr=1.25#fpstate=ive&ip=1&vld=cid:75282784,vid:dVmHcktGv_E,st:0
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57698616-who-are-your-people
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57698616-who-are-your-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJqfEX5lMeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJqfEX5lMeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJqfEX5lMeI
https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal.aspx
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57698616-who-are-your-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJqfEX5lMeI


G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
T O P  L E F T  -  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  J R .  ( S O N ) ,  C H R I S T A  S T E P H E N S  ( D A U G H T E R ) ,

L E O N A R D  B R O W N  ( S O N ) ,  M A X I N E  J O N E S  ( D A U G H T E R )
B O T T O M  L E F T  -  L O T T I E  W I L L I A M S  B R O W N  ( W I F E )  A N D  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
L E T T E R  F R O M  L E O N A R D  B R O W N  ( S O N )  

T O  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .  ( F A T H E R )



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
H O N O R A B L E  D I S C H A R G E  P A P E R  

O F  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
M I L I T A R Y  C U S T O M  P A P E R  

O F  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
L E T T E R  F R O M  E L O R I A  G I L B E R T  ( W I F E  O F  R A L P H  M A R K  G I L B E R T )

T O  T H E  F A M I L Y  O F  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
I N S T A L L A T I O N  P R O G R A M  O F  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
C O N G R E S S M A N  J O H N  B A R R O W  R E Q U E S T I N G  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .

T O  O P E N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  I N  P R A Y E R  A S  G U E S T  C H A P L A I N



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
S P E A K E R  N A N C Y  P E L O S I ,  C O N G R E S S M A N  J O H N  B A R R O W ,  A N D  M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .



G E O R G I A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  S E T - M A T T H E W  S O U T H A L L  B R O W N ,  S R .
MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN,  SR .  M E E T I N G  T H E  K I N G  ( W I L L E M - A L E X A N D E R )  

A N D  Q U E E N  ( M Á X I M A )  O F  T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S  A N D  T H E  K I N G  ( P H I L I P P E )  O F  B E L G I U M


	History Snapshots
	Matthew Southall Brown, Sr. (1922-2021)
	Lesson Topic
	WWII Veteran & Community Leader
	Georgia Standards
	SS8H10 Evaluate key post-World War II developments in Georgia.
	Lesson Picture Book

	Who are your People? by Bakari Sellers

	Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.: War Hero. Community Pillar.
	Pastor Matthew Southall Brown, Sr. made a historical difference both locally and internationally. He served in the United States Army during World War II, and was one of the 2,221 Black soldiers who volunteered to fight in the Battle of the Bulge. He returned to the U.S. in 1945, and soon after married Lottie Mariah Williams, with whom he fathered two daughters and two sons. He was ordained at Historic First African Baptist Church in Savannah, and in 1969 he was called to serve as pastor at St. John Baptist Church, where he led the community in rebuilding the church after a fire destroyed the building in 1993. He served as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the Savannah Housing Authority, President of the Savannah Model Cities Neighborhood Council, Inc., and as a life member of the NAACP and Chairman of their Church Work Committee. He was invited by U.S. representative of Georgia’s 12th congressional district, John Barrow, to deliver an opening prayer as Guest Chaplain for the U.S. House of Representatives in 2009. He was sponsored by Honor Flights to return to the Netherlands and Belgium, where he was honored for his bravery in the war, and was celebrated as a Black Liberator, meeting the King and Queen of the Netherlands and the King of Belgium; he regarded this trip as the pinnacle event of his life.



	Materials
	Youtube Video - Savannah pastor to be honored in the Netherlands
	Picture Book Overview - Who are your People? by Bakari Sellers
	Picture Book Video - Who are your People? by Bakari Sellers
	GHS Primary Source Set -Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.
	ArchivEra - GHS Online Archival Catalog System

	GHS Primary Sources
	Lesson Introduction
	Show the YouTube video: Savannah pastor to be honored in the Netherlands (about Brown being honored as a Black Liberator). Discussion Questions:
	What did you notice about how he was honored?
	Why do you think his service mattered internationally?
	Introduce Vocabulary:
	Veteran – a person who served in the military
	Liberator – someone who helps free others
	Segregation – enforced separation of racial groups

	Direct Introduction
	Explain Brown’s life in chronological order:
	WWII service (Battle of the Bulge Volunteer)
	Return home and family life
	Ordination at First African Baptist Church
	Leadership at St. John Baptist Church
	Civic roles (Housing Authority, NAACP)
	International recognition in Europe
	Emphasize how Brown represents Black military contributions after WWII, growth of civil rights leadership in Georgia, and community rebuilding and urban development.
	Read the picture book: Who Are Your People? and/or Listen to the picture book: Who Are Your People? Guiding Questions:
	How does the book define identity and legacy?
	How does Brown’s life reflect the idea of “your people”?

	Guided Practice
	Create small groups of 4-5 students, depending on class size. Provide each group with:
	GHS Primary Sources Set - Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.
	Who Are Your People? by Bakari Sellers
	Have each group analyze the materials and complete a 3–2–1 written response:
	3 interesting or important facts about Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.
	2 things that surprised you in the primary source set
	1 major takeaway from the picture book.
	Each group will present their findings to the class, referencing at least one primary source in their explanation.

	Independent Practice
	Students will complete the ticket out of door journal response:
	DOK Level 2: What is one word you would use to describe Brown’s legacy, and why?
	DOK Level 3: How did Matthew Southall Brown, Sr.’s experiences in World War II influence his role as a community leader in Georgia?
	DOK Level 4: Write a short “legacy statement” answering: Who are your people?
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY | EDUCATION


	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. TOP LEFT - MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, JR. (SON), CHRISTA STEPHENS (DAUGHTER), LEONARD BROWN (SON), MAXINE JONES (DAUGHTER) BOTTOM LEFT - LOTTIE WILLIAMS BROWN (WIFE) AND MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. LETTER FROM LEONARD BROWN (SON)  TO MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. (FATHER)
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. HONORABLE DISCHARGE PAPER  OF MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. MILITARY CUSTOM PAPER  OF MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. LETTER FROM ELORIA GILBERT (WIFE OF RALPH MARK GILBERT) TO THE FAMILY OF MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. INSTALLATION PROGRAM OF MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. CONGRESSMAN JOHN BARROW REQUESTING MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. TO OPEN THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN PRAYER AS GUEST CHAPLAIN
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI, CONGRESSMAN JOHN BARROW, AND MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR.
	GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRIMARY SOURCE SET-MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. MATTHEW SOUTHALL BROWN, SR. MEETING THE KING (WILLEM-ALEXANDER)  AND QUEEN (MÁXIMA) OF THE NETHERLANDS AND THE KING (PHILIPPE) OF BELGIUM

