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Topic/Grade Level

- Cursive Writing
- Secondary (6-12)

ELA Standards

- 3-5.F.H.3: Read texts written in cursive.

- 3-5.F.H.4: Use fine motor skills to form legible letters and words in cursive.

SS Standards

- L6-8RHSSI: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources

- L9-10RHSSI: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the
information.

- L11-12RHSSI: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary
and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an
understanding of the text as a whole.
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- United States Constitution draft (GHS 1703)

- Chris Murphy cursive penmanship book (GHS 2894)
* GHS Cursive Alphabet Chart

- GHS Digital Crowdsourcing Directions
* Primary Source Analysis Tool

* Whiteboard

* Quill pens or calligraphy pens


https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=148a272c-b27e-4763-8b0b-28b71555bf1a
https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=e20955bd-22b6-45d9-8e3b-7f53fc231464
https://www.georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Decoding-Histories-Cursive-Alphabet-Chart.pdf
https://www.georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Digital-Crowdsourcing-Instructions-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool_LOC.pdf
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“Write Like a Historian” introduces students to the history and importance of cursive
writing in American history. By examining a vintage penmanship book and the
annotations of a draft copy of the U.S. Constitution, students will explore the usage of
cursive in key historical documents and why being able to read and write in cursive still
matters today.

Students will learn about the origins of cursive, practice reading and writing in cursive,
and analyze a primary source from the nation’s founding. This lesson is part of Decoding
Histories, the education program of the Community Archives Initiative, which helps
students build literacy, critical thinking, and historical inquiry skills while engaging
directly with Georgia’s past.

Introduction

(part of the lesson that you excite/engage about what is being introduced)

Start by asking students, “Who knows how to write their name in print and in cursive?”
and discuss their answers briefly. Introduce cursive writing to the class by highlighting
the GHS Cursive Alphabet Chart and watching a short excerpt of the video Secrets

of Handwriting, Ink, and Quill: Letter Writing in Early America [00:00-07:03] to help
students obtain a better understanding of the origins of cursive.

After the video, show a few pages of the Chris Murphy cursive penmanship book
written in cursive to the class. Explain to students that in the past, students practiced
their handwriting daily using various tools. Use the GHS cursive alphabet chart to
help students recognize and form the letters. Model writing one to two letters of the
alphabet, demonstrating proper cursive letter formation, spacing, and punctuation.
Share tips for neat cursive writing, such as starting each letter at the right place and
connecting letters smoothly.

After writing, briefly discuss and analyze the penmanship book by asking who owned
the book, what grade they were in, what school they attended, and why it is important.
Explain that cursive writing was essential for daily life and that learning to write in
cursive helps us connect with history.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7ds6uXNID4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7ds6uXNID4
http://\\GHIS-FS02\L\All Images\Collection Images\Collection Images (Master files)\2894 Chris Murphy Penmanship Book

Direct Instruction

(part of the lesson where you are teaching the new skill)

Show a short excerpt from the draft U.S. Constitution with annotations written in
cursive. Use the GHS cursive alphabet chart to help students recognize and form

the letters. Model writing two to three lines of the document on the whiteboard,
demonstrating proper cursive letter formation, spacing, and punctuation. Share tips
for neat cursive writing, such as starting each letter at the right place and connecting
letters smoothly.

After writing, briefly discuss the document by asking who wrote it, what it says, when it
was written, and why it is important (Primary Source Analysis Tool ). Explain that cursive
writing was essential for sharing important ideas and that learning to write in cursive
helps us connect with history.

Guided Practice

(part of the lesson where students practice the skill they just learned)

Provide students with a short excerpt from the draft Constitution written in cursive.

In pairs, have them practice writing three to five lines in their own cursive handwriting.
Encourage them to use the GHS cursive alphabet chart and apply the tips from direct
instruction, focusing on letter formation, spacing, and punctuation. After about ten
minutes, invite a few pairs to share their writing and talk about any challenges they
faced and how they improved.

Enrichment:

- Offer quill pens or calligraphy pens to practice writing like a historian.

- Offer the GHS daily cursive handwriting worksheets for additional practice.


https://www.georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Decoding-Histories-Cursive-Alphabet-Chart-Practice.pdf

Independent Practice

(part of the lesson where students independently practice the skill)

Have students independently write a short passage from the draft U.S. Constitution
in cursive, using the GHS cursive alphabet chart as a guide. Encourage them to pay
attention to neat letter formation, spacing, and punctuation.

Enrichment:

- Offer the GHS daily cursive handwriting worksheets for additional practice.

- Invite students to write their own “Class Constitution” using formal language and
cursive handwriting.

Closure

(part of the lesson where you complete a quick review of the lesson)

Bring the class together and ask students to reflect on their writing experience.
Encourage them to share what they found challenging or enjoyable about writing
in cursive, especially using quill pens. Reinforce that cursive writing was how many
important documents were created and that learning cursive helps us connect to
history in a personal way.

Early Finisher:

- Finish watching Secrets of Handwriting, Ink, and Quill: Letter Writing in Early
America.

- Offer the GHS daily cursive handwriting worksheets for additional practice.



https://www.georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Decoding-Histories-Cursive-Alphabet-Chart-Practice.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7ds6uXNID4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7ds6uXNID4
https://www.georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Decoding-Histories-Cursive-Alphabet-Chart-Practice.pdf

Primary Source: United States Constitution draft (GHS 1703)

Page 1, front

SR S R | e e = s T LR R T

: 9.{/ fﬁ?ﬁ@:’ 'WE, the People of the United States, in order to form

a more perfec union, s efablith juflice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide £
+ for the defence, p the general welfare; and fecure the bleflings:
/. ofliberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablifk this Conflitution for the .

 United States of America. .

AR T I CLoE L
Sect. 1. ALL legiflative powers herein granted fhall be velted in a Congrefs of the United
States, which fhall confift of a Senate and ans: of Reprefentatives.
& Sedl. 2. The Houfe of R ives fhall be compofed of bers chofen every fecond year ¢
By the people of the feveral ftates, and the clectors in each ftate fhall have the qualifications requi- i
fite for elettors of the moft numerous branch of the flate legiflature, v
‘ No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not have attained tothe ageof twenty-fiveyears,and
? been feven years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when clected, be an inhabitant
of that ftate in which he fhall be chofen.
Repreflentatives and direé taxes fhall be apportioned among the feveral flates which may be in-
cluded within this Union,according to their refpefive numbers, which (hall be determined by add-
’M ing to the whole number of free perfons, including thele bound to fervitwde for a term of years,
and excloding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The aflual enumer; I
be made within three years after the firll meeting of the Congre i 5, |
' JL every lubfequent term of tcneJurs, in fuch manner as xhi {hall by ireét.  The
i "9 reprefentatives fhall not exceed one for thoufand, but each ftate {hall have
reprefentative : and until luch enumeration be made, the fate of New-Hampihir
titled to chufe three, Maflachufetts eight, Rhode-Hland and Providence Plantations o
five, New-York fix, New-Jerley four, Pennlylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland %
ten, North-Carolina five, South-Cirolina five, and Georgia three. . fli o]
When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any flate, the Executive authority thereof
fhall iffus writs of eledlion to fill fuch vacancies. 3
The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their Speaker ahd other officers; and+bey Ml have
1he fole power of impeachment.
¢ 8edts 3. The Senate of the United States (hall be compofed of two fenators from each ftate, cho-
fen bymé;ﬁiﬂmm_ thereof, for fix years: and cach fenator fhall bave one vote,
- B _Imi y after they fhall be affembled in confequence of the firft cleétion, they fhall be divi-
i ded 28 equally as may be intothree claffes, The feats of the femators of the firl clafs fall be vax
5 ted at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and
1 of the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one-third may be cholen every fecond
i year: and if vacancies by refignation, or otherwile, during the recels of the Legillature of
any the Exccutive thereof may make temy appointments until the next mezting of the
Ig"gu% it oAl Phomd f«ﬁ LAkt 1
o per a fenator who fhall not have attained tothe age of thirty years, ar.d been nine

g'm a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when elefted, be an inhabitant of that
: 'I;ﬁ;’l; he fhall be chigﬁ:;l. I :
' The Vice-Prefident of the United States fhall be, en-effieis, Prefident of the fenate, but fhal
have no vote, unlels they be equally divided. - A e il
The Senate fhall choole their other officers, and alio a Prefident pro tempore, in the ablence of
the Vice-Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident of the United States.
The Senate fhall have the fole power to try all impeachments, When fitting for that purpofe, X
. thiey fhall be on oath. When the Prefident of the United States is tried, the uﬁcf?'uﬂlu T e 8 B
4 ”W""‘"’" 'pr.-.il‘_nde: And no perfon fhall be convitted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
4 prefent. *
Judg in cafes of impeach fhall nat extend further than to removal from office, and difs-
qualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trult or profit under the United States: the
party convifted fhall neverthelels be liable and fubjeét to indiélment, trial, judgment and.
ment, according to law. a5
Sedt. 4. Thetimes, places and manner of holding cledtions for fenators and reprefentatives, |
be preferibed in each ftate by the Irc_gil‘lmm thereof: but the Congref ime by law ma

K : or alter fuch regulations, exceal s € FL ftnie e sﬂ"ﬁﬁ'}! \; uh
| "TheCongrels (hall affemble at lealt once in every year, and fuch meeting fhall beon the firlk Mon=,

day in December, unlels they thall by law appoint a different day. ]
+. 5+ Each houle thall thcjudgeoflhe elettions, returns and qualifications of its own meme -
bers, and amzliumy of cach fhall conititute a quorum to do bufinefs: but a fmaller number may -
1 adjourn from day to day, and majr:e authoriled to compel the d: of abfent bers, in
fuch manner, and under fuch penalties as each houfe may provide.

B : _Each houle may di i rules of its proc 5 punifh its members for diforderly behae
- gl . viour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel et i L
§ Each houfe ihall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time totime publifh the fame, ex-

cepting fuch as may intheir judgment require fecrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members
ol ei;l:;x houFel?n any queftion fhall, at the defire q!‘-m-;i&h of 1bgl'¢ prefent, yhe entered on the
y journ: ¥

i Weither houfe, during the fefion of Congrefs, fhall, without the confent of the other, adjourn

for more than three days, nor to any.other place than that in which the two houfes fhall be fiting.

Sect. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfation for their fervices, to be
i afcertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States. They fhall in all cafes, ex-
] cept treafon, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrelt during their attendance at

. the feflion of their refpeltive houfes, and in going to and returning from the fame; and for any
N § fpeech or debatein cither houfe, they (hall not be queflioned in any other place. '
W..v 1 I No fenator or reprefentative thall, during the time for which he was clected, be appointed to
any civil office under the authority of the United States, which fhall have been created, or theemo-

[ B luments



https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=148a272c-b27e-4763-8b0b-28b71555bf1a

Primary Source: United States Constitution draft (GHS 1703)
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Primary Source: United States Constitution draft (GHS 1703)
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laments whereof thall have been encrealed during fuch time ; and no perfon holding any office un-

der the United States, fhall be a member of either houfe during his continuance in office.

| Sedt. 7. 'H::&m&in ftile of the-Jaws fhall be, ¢ Be-it cnacted by the-fenators-and. reprefentas
i 4

All bills for raifing revenae fhall originate in the houfe of reprefentatives: but the fenate may pro-
pole or‘concur with amendments as on other bills,

Every bill which fhall have paffed the hoult of reprefentatives and the fenate, fhall, before it be-
come a law, be prefented to the prefident of the United States. 1f he approve he fhall fign i,
‘but if not he thall revurn it, with his objeétions to that houle in which it fhall have originated, who
thall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconfider it. 1f after fuch recon-
fideration two.thirds of that houfe fhall ’ﬁ:ﬁ to pals the bill, it fhali be fent, together with the
objeétions, to the other houfe, by which it likewife be fidered, and if approved by twa-
thirds of that houfe, it fhall become a law. But in all fuch cafes the votes of both houlcs fhall
be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the ?erﬁms voting for and againft the bill fhall
‘be entered on the journal of each houfe refpedtively. IF any bill fhall not be returned by the Pre-
fident within ten days (Sundays excepted) afier it have been prefented to him, the fame fhall
be a law, in like manner asifhe had figned it, unlefs the Congrefs by their adjournment prevent its
return, in which cafe it thall not be a Jaw. £

Every order, relolution, or vote ro which the concurrence of the Scnate and Houfe of Reprefen-
‘tatives may be neceflary (except on a queflion of adjournment) fhall be prefented 1o the Prefident
of the United States; and before the fame fhall take cffedt, thall be approved by him, or, being
difapproved by him, fhall be repaifed by hree-fousths of the Senate and Houle u[yl{eprefcnmivu,
according to the rulesand limitations prefcribed in the cafe of a bill. .

‘Seit. 8. The Congrels jork “ all have power

To lay and colleét taxes, duties, imgcﬂ: and excifes; to pay the debid and provide for the com-
‘mon defence and general welfare of ¢

To borrow money on the ¢redit of the Unjted Btates.

To regulate commerce with foreign uathlgang the leveral Tates, and with the Indian tribes.

To eftablifh an uniform rule of naturaliza and uniform laws on the fubjeét of bankrupreies:
“throughout the United States.

To coin money, regulate the vatue thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the ftandard of weights
and meafures,

To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting the fecuritics and current coin of the United

To eftablifh poft offices and polt roads.
To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts, by lecuring For limited times to authers and

ik

iriventors the exclulive right to their refpedlive writings and difcoveries.
Tu conftitute l:ihunh‘llﬂnfcr‘m to the fupreme court. i :

5 T:fdeﬁgte and punifh piracies and felonics committed on the high feas, and offences againit the
w of nations. . e TEE

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, and make roles concerning captures on

land and water,

To raife and fupport armies : but no appropriation of money to that ufe fhall be for a longer
term than two years,

To provide and maintain a navy.

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces.

To provide for calling ilfmh the militia to execute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurreflions
‘and repel invafions. :

To provide for organizing, arming and difciplining the militia, and for governing fuch part
‘of them as may be emlplnyut in the fervice of the United States, referving to the States refpediive-
Iy, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the dif-
cipline preferibed by Congrefs.

To exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes whatfoever, over fuch diflri®t (not exceeding ten
miles I'qmr:g as may, by ceffion of particular States, and the acceptance of Congrefs, become
the fear of the government of the United States, and to exercife like authority overall places pur-
chafed by the confent of the legiflature of the ftate in which the fame fhall be, for the ereétion of
forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other necdful buildings—And

"o make all laws which fhall be neceffary and proper for carrying into exccution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vefted by this conititution in the government of the United States,

or in mny department or oflicer thereof. s ke

Sedt, 9. The migration or importation of fuch perfons as ftates now exifting fhall
think proper to admit, thall not be probibited by the Congrefs prior to the year one thonfand eight
hundred and eight, bat a tax ot duty may be impofed on fuch importation, not ding ten dol-

lars for each perfon.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus fhall not be fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebelli-
on or invafion the public fafety may require it =

No bill of attainder fall-ba-patice, ot asy cx polt fallo law, #5= T Soufor,

k‘l.:o capitation tax fhall be laid, unlefs in proportion to the cenfuus hercin before direfted to be
taken, .

No tax or duty fhall belaid on articles exported from any R:he-;‘ *
No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, butin confequence of appropriations made by law.
No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United States. _And no perfon holding any office of

rroﬁr.or truft under them, fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, accept of any prefent, emo-

ument, office, or title, ot any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign fate.

Set. 1o, No ftate fhall coin money, sior emit bills of credit, smor make any thing but gold or filver
coin a tender in payment of debts, mor pafs any bill of attainder, wor ex poft fadlo laws, nor laws
altering or impairing the obligation of 3 Mor grant letters of marque and reprifal, por
cnter into any treaty, alliance, or conlederation, mior grant any title of nobility. =

]

¢ United States,; + i
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Primary Source: United States Constitution draft (GHS 1703)
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