1876 - "Yellow Fever" = Nelly K. Gordon

YELLOW -« FEVER

It was the lost week in August, 1876. My intimate friend, Mrs. Belle
(Lewis) Epivey hnd been quite 111 for several days, = so 111 that I had not been
allowed to see her; but she was not thought to be in e eerious condition. On
Yednezday evening my husband eand I went over to our cousin Eddy Anderson's, across
the street. He and his wife, Mfita, were sitting as usual on their piazza, end
with them was uncle Ned Anderson, who at that time was Mayor of Savannah. We
found they were discussin; 2 report that there were some cases of yellow fever
in the city. "If there is any danger of yellow fsver," ofgh Meta, "I hope,
Edward, we can all of us go away." "Oh," he replied "I don't think its more than
e ecare; Dr. Read ies an alarwist.” "It is sll demned nonsense” exclaimed uncle
Ned (who was a kinaman of Dr. Read) "There is no more yellow fever here now than
there 1s every summer; there are elweys & few sporadic cases here and in Charlese
ton. It don't amount to enything.” "Well” eaid Eddy, dublously, "I dare’ say
you ere right uncle'Ned, but if there IS any danger, I would like to know of
it. Of couree I don't went to leave town unless its necessary." "Leave townl"
snorted uncle Ned. "Ncnsense: Dr. Jimmy Read hss started all this folly. He
ought to be ashamed of himeelfl" Y“Such reports, when they get about, do great
damage to our ecity. There's not the least reason for anybody to concern theme

selves sbout it." "All the same," ventured Meta, I do wish we night go away

end take the children!" - broke in uncle Ned, "Absurd folly, for any one to
drear of running awey from a scere!” We went home not zuch impressed with any
idea of Yellow Fever,

Fridey morning Alice went over to her Aunt Mete's to play with her
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1little cousins, Elise and Mete, but presently returned, saying Elise was quite
slck and as Aunt Mete did not know juet what might be the matter she thought
it wiser for Alice not to stay. It was a very hot day so I did not go to walk
that afternoon and therefore heardrnothing of Belle Spivey. About one o'cloek
that night, (or rether Saturday morning) we were aroused by a violent knoeking
at the front door. wzixy put his head ocut of the window and esked who was
there? "It is I, Johnny Lewis," calledlp a voice "I haye come to tell you
Captain, that S3ister Belle has juet dhed of yellow fever, and mother wants
Miss Nelly to come to her if she will; but I cannot walt for her." "She will
come at once," aaiqﬁillj and I was out of bed and dressing as fast as I could.
"You ought not to go, really” remonstrated Willy. "Its very risky. If you
gould do eny good== but Belle is dead andl think I will go up there and say I
wiuld not let you coxs.” '

"OGive me a quinine pill and a drink of whiskey" I said "if you think
there is any needof it"—"But I wust certainly go." 8o in ten minutes we
started.

I went right up to Belle's room where poor krs. Lewis and Madgie, the
sister, vere in agonies of grief, end my poor Belle lay there dead and as
yellow a&s an orgnge. No one had dreamed what was the mitter with her until
that afterncon, when black vomit set in, and a few hours brought the end.

I could do but little to oomfort the poor stricken ones, but I was glad
I hed gonee After I had been there half an hour Willy sent word he was wtiting
for me, 8o I kissed my deat Belle "good=bye," endisaid farewell to the poor
rother end sister; Aswe resshed Herris Street, Willy said suddenly, "Nelly

you uust take the children away frow here to-morrow. You must all go up to

stay with Eliza until frost." "Will you go too?” said I. "No," he replied,
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"I belong to the Benevolent Associetion, end my plece ie right here.” "Then
my place 1s right here with you" eaid I "Oh, no," he began "we must consider
the children” == “Not at all", I broke in, "they can stay here and get the
yellow fever. Whet do I care for them in eom;%hon with you, Willy Gordon?
You must be crazyl® The situation was discussed next moming at the
breaikfast table. The children were much excited over it., All the childrenm
were willing to stay in Eaveannsh, except Daisy. -= She wanted’to lcave at once!
I reproached her "Wouldn't you want to stay and die with your family?" I ssked.
"I'd like to live enywhere with my famlly” replied Daisy, "but I don't want to
die with ny fauily here or anpwhere else” and from this point of view nothing
ocould move her. I eontinued to protest against going away. "Unless you come
too" I ineisted to Willy" I certainly won't stir a etepl™ "You meke it very
hard fof me," sald he, "if you will take the children up to Eliza's" he pleaded,
"I will get board for you at Col. Davant'se f; Guyton, and then I can come up
there every night and be in town every day." To this arrangement I conscnted,
for the Davants were old friends and the Col. was in Willy's office end

Guyton was only 20 miles away on the G:}nl Reilroad. JImmediately after .
breakfast I went over to Eddy Anderson's. I toldithem of my plan to take my
children away, and offered to take his children aleo. He wae very sad, for
Elise's illness had been pponounced to be yellow fever. He and Keta were

most grateful for my offer, and said they would consult Dr. Schley as to what
was best to do. Dr. Schley advised them not to send the children up the
country, as they had been exposed to the disease and it might develop up there
away from any physiocian able to treat the disease. Two days after we left,
1ittle Meta went demwith the fever. (The boys, Randolph end George, having

fortunately been sent to visit their cousin Johnny Anderson at Beaulieu ten
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miles from town.) Vie decided to send little Willy %o Brooklyn to stay with
a oousin, Mrs, Howard, and he left that afternoon on the steamer in charge
of cousin Caro lamar who was going directly %here, and kindly wronised to
deposit him at his cousin Julia's., He was told he might take two of his most
valued tressures with him. IHe selected his Bdble and his shot guni

I left that same night for Etowah Cliffs and got there next dey with
wy three little girls Nelly, Daisy and Alice. Te had a2 warm welcome from my
hospitable sister, Eliza Stiles, and after one day's rest 1 cems back as far
as Cuyton, snd took up my abode with the Davants. There were already other
refugees installed at Mrs. Davent's who hed thrown open her house %o shelter
those who could leave the plaguo-striokan city. Mr, John, snd Mr, Frank
Nisbet, William, John, James and Tom West (brothers). These occupied the
large upstalrs bedrooms so the only availuble place for me wes a small room,
back of the parlor, where I was very comfortable. In spite of ;'.1y hasband's
promise to spend his nights at Guyton and go daily to Savennsh, my sexpecta-=
tions in that respect were rudely shattered., Ue tried at least, to run up
occasionally at noon and reburn on the 5 o'elock trein, but he found it
almost impossitle to do even that, == for the epidemic grew worse ad worse,
end all the time he was not in his office was spent in looking after the
people in his beat and nursing the sick. One after another of his clerks
went down tilllonly he and Col, Davant were 1e£‘t. to run the office, and it
was thought so deadly in that part of the city that no policeman was stationed
there, Mesntime deal liutle Ellse died, and little Meta was very ill. ©She
at length began to recover, and Eddy wrote me to beg me to try to hire a
furnished house for them in Guyton, so they could ell move up to Guyton (as
1little Meta was now convalesoent) and they wanted to te out of the fever zone.
I succesded in engaging the Laton house and the sed cavelcade arrived, brining

also the horses end victoria, and "Boney" the coschman, The Faton house was
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only a short distance from the Davants, and I saw them nearly all day and
every day. They had only been there a few days when I got a messege early
one morning {roa Meve, to say that Eddy was down with the feverl I rushed
over there, end found him very ill., Ve telegraphed at once for Dr. Semmes,
who had been through several yellow fever epidemiocs, and was considered an
expert in its treatment, He arranged to spend every night with Eddy, erriving
by the 5 o'elock train, snd going to the oity every morning.

Heantime 1 spent every day there, not ataying at night, as they had
Dr, Semmes with them then; besides i1 felt I must not break down lest Willy
should be taken ill, and I not be in & ocondition to teke care of him.
Meantime Captain Fred Varing's wife was on her wvay to Savamah, and he came
up to implore Mrs. Davant to take them in. 2ut where to put them? Mrs., Pavant
came to consult me. "Put them in my room™ I said "and give me one of the
little shed rooms off your upper back piazza.” "But it is unfurnished" she
said "We never use these rooms." "You can put a lounge in there" I suggested,
“and a box for a washstand, and I will get my husband to send me up & bed and
a buresu." Easier said than dome! Everything was so orowded on the rail-
roads that it was days before [ could get any furniture sent up. ¥pantime
I had the lounge, & chair, and & packing box for a washstand, - and Fred and
Lou . ¥aring were installed in my late room back of the perlor. Eddy
continued desperately ill, but litile Meta improved daily. Of course no one
had ever heard of trained nurses in those days. Doney and another oolored man
helped to nurse Eddy and 1 was there all day. I usually went over immediately
after breakfast and returned in the evening, One morning as I was setting
forth, Fred Viaring stopped me "I am going to tell Willy Gordon” he said
"That you won't last much longer if you don't stop this nursing.” "Add my

epitaph," I replied, "Killed by the accidental disoharge of her duty." This,
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while not original made them all laugh; and to laugh wes a good thing in

those days. Iindeed we all tried to keep up our spirits es best we could, and
I was always glad when I could get off & joko. Dutf presently things got too
serious. Une morning early, 1 got a message from Meta. "Do come over at
oncs, I have got the fover.” I weat at once. Sure enough, she was down, and
was in a suell room a&djoining Eddy. Dr. Semmes was still there, but had to go
to town on the ten o'clook train. A colored womsn named Elizabeth and Boney
had to take oare of both invalids, under my supervision. Eddy grew much
worse. He had & fearful sinking turn. 1 sent for Mr, Jimmy #oAlpin, who had
had yellow fever in 1854 and was ccnsequently immune. He came, and we covered
Eddy with mustard plasters, and gave him champagne. lig realized how i1l he
was end said "Nelly I am going,-- Take care of my poor ﬂbta", "Nonsensel"

I replied in & most cheerful tone, “Don'é be foolish Eddy,-- you are just
feeling & little down =~ nothing to worry at; drink this champagne, and you
will be all right in a wmoment.”" So we pulled him through it. This was

sabout three o'clock and the Dictor was due at 5. A3 I heard the train's
whistle, 1 saw Eddy begin to draw long sighing breaths, and knew another
sinking turn wgs at hand! . flew down to the train, (which stopped only

about fifty yards from the house) ™Hurry, Hurry," I cried to the Dootor

as he jumped off the train. "Eddy Anderson has had one sinkinz spell, and

is just going into muothor!" He pulled off his coat as he ran full speed to
the hovse. He called for the brandy, and then mixed a dose of something which
Fddy refused to take., "Try to get it down him" sdid the doctor to me. "I
can't, Nelly" said Eddy, when I trisd to get him to swallow it, "I'm full up
to here," touching his throat; I said "Eddy 1've done a good deal for you,
haven't 17" "“Indeed you have," he replied, "Well then" said I, "just TRY %o

do this ome thing for me, I want you co try to swallow this for Meta's sake."
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He gulped it down=----and then the hot water bags, the mustard plasters and
stimulants, began to take effeot snd he rallied. But about 8 ¢'cloock, another
spell came oni Every thing was tried but without' effect, We sent for Col,
Davant and Jimmy ¥oAlpin--for Eddy had now become delirious- snd it was &ll
they could do with Boney's help, to keep him in bed. Presently he bLecams
unconsciousjy Dr. Semmes came to me, end laiél "Nothing more can bs done, he is
dying." ™"fhen," said I, "you must bring his wife in here and put her on the
bed right beside hin'"‘ "Bt it is as much as her life is worth" said he.

"Her life won't be worth anything to her when he dies,~- and I insist that she

be brought in here end put beside him" said I. So they wrapped her in a
blanket, and put her on the bed beside him, while I stood by him cn the other
side. 1 sm sure he knew we were there, though he was too far gone to make
any signj- Ho Just passed peacefully away. Poor Meta was almost in a
collepse herself~- and so dazed she covld only moan pitimny; I took Eddy's
ksys and money, = got out his clothes for Boney to put on him, end then I
wart in and leid on the bed beside Meta, holding her hand end now and then
falling into & doze. In the morning I had to bresk the sad tidings to poor
little Meta who was terribly overcome! Col, Davant and Jimmy McAlpin telegraphed
to my husband end-to Uncle Ned Andorlon._?gyho ordered all the arrangemsnts for
gho funeral, and Eddy'a‘_ramim were ain; to Savaanak, where he was plaved in
the family veult at laurel Grove.

While these sad things were happening, various things took place at
the Devants. My, William West thought it best for his health to remove himself
to Baltimore or Philadelphia; where his wife's people lived. John, James and

Tom, remained at the Davants, Meta tegan to:rrecover, As socon as she could

travel I was to take them all to Atlanta. Meantime dreadful things were
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happening. sA day or two after lddy's death, Fred Viaring who was employed
in the C.k.K. and went to Savh daily went down with the fever. Dr. James
Waring came up every day, and Ure William ¥Waring spent every night, and
finally stayed there all the time. As Fred grew worse, Mrs, Davant gave up
the parlor to them, and Fred was woved in there (as being larger and more
convenient). Fred grew worse. A prominent physicien, Dr. Harriss, who had
considered himself an "immune", was taken desperately ill, and his wife was
summoned from Vaynesboro. ©She was a cousin of the Wests, One day Jimmy
Vlest came to Mrs, Davant to say that Dr. Harriss was dead; and 4rs. Harriss

was on the train for Savamnah, due to arrive at Cuyton that afternocont They

did not want to let her go to Savannah, as it would be so useless, and she
might take the fever., Could Mré. Davant teke her in for the night? "What
can I do" said poor Mrs. Davant, at her wits end, "The only thing I can think
of" said I, "is to take her off the train and put her in with me. =- She can't
8it in the station all nightl"” So this was done. She was nearly frantic, not
having had theleast idea of her husband's danger, stlll less of his death.

I developed one of my sick headaoﬁes, and having pot #rs, Harriss under the
the influence of some bromide, and comparatively quiet, { threw myself on

the bed to try to sleep. About one o'clock I was awakened by Mrs., Davent

"Oh, lrs. Gordon" said she,” 1 am so sorry to wake you, but Col, Davant has
gone down with the fever, and 1 cannot lsave him, and Capt. Waring is dying,
end his wife is alone there, excent for Dr. William Vearingl™ "I will go
right down there" said i, "Mrs. “arriss is so worn out with grief that she
has fallen asleep, end won't miss me." 8o I went down to the poor-broken=

hearted Lou Waring, Fred lay there with his half=-opened eyes already glazed
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in death., Ur. %illiam Waring was trying to write & messspe to his brother to
have arrangements mede for the funeral, It was to go in by the early train.
tvidently they thought Fred was unconseious. I don't know whai mede me doubt
it, tut I said "Lou, I believe Fred can hear and understand all you are saying.”
‘Oh, vou think so," said she "Oh, if he only couldi" "Iry him" said I. She
said "Darling if you can hear me, move your lips" le at once did so, most
emphaticallyl So she sat by him and was able to communicete with him until
nearly the lust momente. He died mbout six o'clock. When I found I could be
of no more use, I went back to my room with one of the worst sick headaches 1
ever had, Poor Lou Viaring was sent back to Virginia, and Fred was buried in
Savannah, Thus pessed away one of the dearest end most loyal friends my
hustand ever had. #rs, llarriss returned to Waynesboro to.rejoin her children
and fanily. M. Andy Cherlton (lMrs. Davant's brother-in-law) was the next
victime He &nd his wife occupiecd & cottage in the Davant grounds. Young Tom
Viest was also taken ill, MNeither of these cases were fatal. Indeed Tom
Tigst xasxxiszm did not kmow until nearly well, what had been the matter with
him! As lsta was now abls to traﬁal, I took the whole party up to Atlsnta
and located them there comfortably, and at once returned to Quyton. Vhen I
got to the front door, 1 hear! a weak voice from Mrs, Duvant's room {on the
right of the front hall) say, "Is that Mrs, Gordon, Anna?---Tell her to
come right in hers. I want hsr to meke me laugh$"

Mrs. John Nistet had determined to join her husband at Guyton., In vain
her husband implored her teo remain in Marietta, Come she would, and come she

did! . Fritz, moved ou%t of his brothers' room, and faute de mieux, went into

the room back of the parlor vacated by the Varings. it had been whitewashed
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and disinfected, but Mr. Fritz took ill snd insisted on being transferred to
an upstairs room. le was given the room opposite mine opening on the plazza.
One of the peculiarities of this epidemlc was the offensive cdeor that
accompanied it. I could smell it in my room with the door siut. The change
of room had come too late for Mr. ¥ritz. Ille developed & severe case.

Dr. Read came up daily to see hime About the fourth dey of ir. Fritz's
illness, lrs. Davant came into my room in a great state of worry. She said
he was just going off into & sinking spell, and absolutely refused to take
brandy or any sort of stimulant, unless it was ordcred by Dr. Heed, == She
hed ®he brandy ready in a cup but he refused to touch it. "Give it to me,"”
said I. "I'1l make him take itl™ I walked into his rooms Theré he lay; his
six-feet-thrps, mach too long for his bed, and his usual rosy hue, changed to
a dull yelldﬁ. "lir, Fritz" said I, "I have brought Yov some brandy, and 1
beg you will open your mouth and swallow it down &t once™ "I cannot take
anything unless the Doctor orders it" he replied, "Oh, yes you can," said I,
"You can teke it when . order it%, and that's just now!" "I know what 1 am
doing; Dr. Read is not coming un here rrain till tomorrow morning, and if you:

don't take this at once, you won't be here to receive any orders from lr. Kead

when he does comel" I looked at me for a moment, end then evidently thought
"giseretion was the better pert of valr,” for he opened his mouth and drank
every drop. ==~ Vie telezraphed for Ur. heed, who came up on the afternoon

train end told kr, Fritz I had probably saved his lifel As soon &s he was
able, Mr. Fritz went Lo darietta, to recup rote. kr, and ¥rs. John Nisbet had
already betaken themselves to thau Lealthier locstion. There, !r. Fritz had
a slizht relapse, and 2 hemmorhage from the guﬁs as a final result of his

attack, a sort of secondary "black vomit." ilis was the last case in the
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Davent honsehold., John and Jimm- Viest escaped entirsly. 1 kept a box of
quinine pills on my table and looked at them sometimes, but never took any,
In fact i aw not afraid of disease, and never catch anything., I went through
a violent epidemic of cholera in Uhicago in 1852 and of Yellow-fever in
Savh in 105C end was never ill & moment, so I think I may consider myself
"immune."

As for my husbend, he turned out to be a perfect fraud as far as
coming.up to Guyton was concerned. I rarely seaw him except two or three
times when he ren up for é couple of hours in the afterncon. But I forgave
him, since he was so busy nursing the sick in the City, He hed mighty little
time-to spend with mei Savannah was divided into districts, and members of
the Benevelent Association or other volun@eers, took them in charce, One of
the largest of these was my husband's "be#t". lie had besides, meny personal
friends to look after. Iiis business office was on the Bay, where the
atmosphere was so deadly thet not even a pcliceman was stationed there. Hs
had twelve clerks go down one after the other with the fever,

iiis daily routine, was, &s soon as he had breakfasted, to take & guinine
pill and a drink of whiskey, snd then to make the round of his "Beat" seeking
out the fever cases, administering promptly mustard-plasters, hot-baths,
medicines, summoning a loctor, and providing suitable foode After his morning
rounds he went tohis ofrices A second tour of duty in the afternocon left him
pretty tired out, and as the night air was considered very unhealthy, he got
to bed as early s possible. Very sad scenes mst his eyes, as when, on one
occesion, he made his wqyinto a house and found the mother dead in one bed, ==
the father dead in enother, and several little children sprawled on the floor,
crying with hunger., Iin spiSe of all one could do, whole families would be

swept awsy in this sudden manner,-either because of the virulence of the
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attaclk, or becauss of some imprudencs of the patients. sy husbend atiributed
his immnity dvrin: this spidemic to a violent attack of broken~-bone fever
he hed hed in 1854, 14 was & fesrful yellow-fever year., He had graduated
at fale, and hed sent = btox oB books home to be stored until his return.

The books stood open in the worst part of the infected zone. On his return
in November he sorted ou%t his books snd put them away. In ten days he went
down with "Dengue" fever, (which is called the "ecusin of yellow=fever") and
was desperstely i1l, lle always believed this attack had made him en immne,"

We wers both pretty well used up by the time the first hard frost

cems, and we reslized thatv the fearful scourge was at last ended! =--

/%igneq/ Nelly K. Cordon



