
Your story is part of Georgia’s history.





UGA Coach Vince Dooley and Attorney Gen. Griffin Bell. Girl Scouts 

Founder Juliette Gordon Low and Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears. 

Business leaders Jim Blanchard, Bernie Marcus, and Ray Anderson. 

The Cherokee Removal and the Trail of Tears. Atlanta Gas Light, 

Sea Island Company, and the Georgia Chamber. The Freedmen’s 

Bureau and the NAACP. The notorious case of Leo Frank. What do 

all of these have in common? Their story is preserved at the Georgia 

Historical Society, and we are the custodians of their legacy.



Why preserve your papers?

Your personal story is also a part of our state’s and nation’s history. It is woven into 

the fabric of the past. Your actions and accomplishments have impacted the present 

and will shape the future. You can help succeeding generations by leaving behind the 

primary sources—your papers—that will shed light on how their world was created.

It is crucial for you to preserve your personal and professional papers and business 

records. They are the primary building blocks that historians will use to tell those 

who come after us what happened in the past and why 

it matters. Without these primary sources, it will be 

impossible to reconstruct the story of the past and in 

turn make sense of the present.



Why GHS?

Since 1839, the Georgia Historical Society (GHS) has been responsible for collecting 

and creating access to the documentary legacy of Georgians who have shaped the course 

of our state and nation. GHS is the independent statewide institution responsible for 

collecting and teaching Georgia and American history. One of the most significant 
ways we do that is by operating a Research Center.

At GHS, your papers will be cared for by highly-trained professional archivists in the 

South’s oldest continuously-operated historical institution and utilized by teachers, 

students, historians, and other researchers, ensuring your remarkable story will 

continue to inform and inspire future generations.



What kind of material is  

GHS seeking?

GHS is actively seeking primary sources that 

pertain to Georgia and its role in the history 

of the United States. These materials should 

build on current strengths in our collection as 

well as enhance underrepresented time periods, 

events, regions, and people.

For nearly 200 years, Georgians have entrusted 

GHS with their documentary legacy. The top 

reason? Our commitment to making history 

accessible. Unlike special collections libraries 

at universities and colleges, which were created 

to serve their students and faculty first, GHS 
was founded to serve all the people of Georgia—

teachers and students from every school in 

the state; scholars and authors; genealogists 

and historic preservationists; journalists and 

documentary film makers; business, political, 
and civic leaders. They are our primary 

constituency. Also unlike other repositories, 

GHS does not wait for researchers to come to 

us, but routinely uses its archival materials in its 

publications and educational resources.



What does GHS mean by “papers”?

Generally speaking, papers are primary sources that document your life. As such they 

include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Personal and professional letters

• Cards, emails, and other types of 

correspondence

• Emails, social media postings, and other 

digital records

• Family papers and letters

• Genealogical records

• Photographs and scrapbooks

• Postcards

• Speeches and lectures

• Unpublished writings

• Small or flat artifacts
• Portraits related to Georgia

• Business and organizational records

• Journals and diaries

• Rare and/or first edition books and 
pamphlets related to Georgia

• Prints

• Maps and architectural drawings

• Research notes

• Newspaper clippings

• Audio and video tapings

Since “papers” can include a wide variety of materials, the Georgia Historical Society reviews 

materials with donors to determine if items can be accepted based on size, condition, and 

relevance to the GHS collecting mission.



What will GHS do with my papers? 

After they are donated, your papers will be arranged and 

described according to national archival standards and 

made accessible to researchers. Collection descriptions 

and digitized documents are widely available to 

researchers on the Internet in national databases, as 

well as GHS’s own online catalogs. Donated materials 

are housed in GHS’s secure, state-of-the-art, climate-

controlled archives and retrieved upon researcher 

request for use in the adjacent Hodgson Hall library, 

located in our Research Center.

Remember, future generations will benefit directly 
from the preservation of your documentary legacy. No 

institution in Georgia has been responsible for doing 

this longer than the Georgia Historical Society. It is why 

we were founded and why we remain a vital part of this 

state and nation.



For more information about donating your papers to the Georgia Historical Society, 

please call 404.382.5410, ext. 110.
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