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Data Released On Depression-Era Georgia

ATLANTA  —   Today the National Archives and Records
Administration will digitally release 1940 United States
census data.

Some data was released in that year, but federal law allows
a complete release of data only after 72 years.

University of Georgia Demographer, Dr. Douglas Bachtel
says it’s a windfall for scholars:

“Demographers, we live for this stuff! We're data junkies, we
love this. It's a tremendous treasure trove of information. And
it's extremely useful because it's important to understand
where we've been.”

Bachtel says the data will provide new insight into
Georgians’ lives during the Great Depression of the 1930’s.

Anyone with Internet access can peruse the occupation,
salary, family lineage, migration history and more of
American families during that decade.

Dr. Stan Deaton of the Georgia Historical Society says some
of the information is very personal.

"They ask, for instance, not just where you lived in 1940, but
where did you live in 1935? Was it different? Do you have a

job today, but, in general, what is your occupation?"

Deaton says Georgia census data could bear surprises. There could be information illustrating immigration and migration patterns
related to agricultural labor. The so-called "Great Migration" of African-Americans from southern states like Georgia may also be
illustrated in the data.

You can link to the 1940 census from our website GPB.ORG

By Dominick Brady
MEDIA LINK
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1940 Census Data To Be Released

With the April 2nd digital release of 1940 U.S. census data, America gets a
snapshot of life during The Depression era.

“Demographers, we live for this stuff! We're data junkies, we love this.  It's a tremendous treasure
trove of information. And it's extremely useful because it's important to understand where we've
been.”   -- University of Georgia Demographer Dr. Douglas Bachtel

Wordpress 14 days ago

Above:  Depression Era photo by Arthur Rothstein, August 1935. Library of Congress.
Via: GeorgiaInTheDepression.wordpress.com
Idealized views such as this one were highly sought after by the bureaucrats of the New Deal, this one an
attempt to show improvements brought on by the Resettlement Administration.

Below: A 1940 census schedule provided by archives.gov.  Archives.gov is the site for the National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA). 
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