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      I decided to disengage myself from the workshop for a couple of days to think about this experience.  This workshop was a wonderful opportunity for me to critically look at what I say about slavery when I teach American History and World Civilization courses at Central Community College.  At present I teach both courses via satellite, so I have students in front of me and also at several locations throughout rural Nebraska.

     Most of my students have a rather limited background of history, and I have realized that my courses are truly the first comprehensive study they might have in many historical areas.  As a result of this notion, it is my responsibility as an instructor to not only know about the topic, but perhaps more importantly, be able to teach it.

     During the Fall 2008 Semester I will cover the issue of slavery in both American History and World Civilizations course.  I am always changing my courses to reflect knowledge I have gained since the last time I taught the courses.  Although I am still in the development stages of changes to be made, I am reviewing my notes from Georgia and plan to use the resources from the workshop.

     For example, I am currently interested in learning more about the secret schools which taught slaves to read and write.  For me this is powerful, because having this basic knowledge was important enough to the slaves knowing the risks.  

    I am also working on a topic about the daily lives of slaves.  For example, I am researching folklore, stories, food, clothing, and other important aspects of their lives.  Basically, with this information, I want to let my students know that these people had names and were human beings.  Again, because many of my students have very limited backgrounds, it is very important for me to teach that their lives were important.

     During one of the many conversations I had with participants about topics to teach, etc. I decided to rethink how I organize and store my lecture materials.  This is problematic for me, because I always bring in outside resources (print and non print), and sometimes cannot remember what I have used in the past.  Anyhow, someone suggested that I consider creating an inventory of my resources in order to keep them organized.  This is a great idea, and I will certainly consider doing this in the future.  

     Again, this experience was a terrific way for me to learn about African-American slavery directly.  It may take me a few months to sort out what I have learned, however I know that I will use this knowledge in the classroom.  This was the second NEH  Landmarks Workshop I have attended.  And as a result, I have benefitted both professionally, as well as personally from them.  I have, and will continue to use the resources gained from the workshops in my classroom.

