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Teaching the discipline of history has often granted me a window into the human experience, familiarities gained in the areas of politics, culture, gender and economics sometimes overlooked in more applied disciplines. What’s more, the seminars hosted by the Georgia Historical Society during the week of July 13-18, 2008, have been exceptionally informative and enlightening in that the program furthered my understanding in several of the aforementioned areas. 

Program directors and their affiliates commenced the week with a thorough overview of the compilation of works housed in GHS’ archival base, followed by Dr. Erskine Clarke’s lecture describing the ethical dilemmas of slavery confronting religious leaders. Simply having access to primary sources through GHS’ archives covering antebellum Georgia will augment my lesson preparations for early American history; furthermore, Dr. Clarke’s discussion combining the enigma of religiosity alloyed with the Peculiar Institution added fresh perspective and dimension. 
One element of the program highlighted both the cultural development and economic interactions of Savannah’s –and Georgia’s- African American slave and free populations. For example, Dr. John Vlach’s talk on folk life offered a much broader lens into the artistic endeavors and production methods of slave artisans, and the Heritage tour examined the importance of community by visiting urban commercial settings, houses of worship and antebellum residences. Seemingly in hopes of assembling the most broad based discussion groups, activities, and research opportunities, GHS accommodated scholarship requirements beyond the obligatory duties of many archival facilities. 
Nor did our hosts and presenters limit our exposure to urban centers alone. Excursions to Sapelo and Ossabaw Islands proved most beneficial for they both underlined the importance of agricultural development to the sustenance and resulting longevity of the island’s inhabitants. Spotlighting these two communities gave me a lucid view of African American culture within the Georgian lowlands; moreover, the visits augmented my understanding of the flora and fauna indigenous to Georgia’s coast. 
In summary, this past week’s experience should have a very positive impact on my teaching of American history –particularly in the areas of slavery and the antebellum South. During class discussions I often stress the value of understanding the past by thinking as one of history’s participants: role playing, primary source analysis and debates often serve as our conduits. Through implementation of many suggestions and workshops offered by GHS–particularly accenting the importance of “place” and “voice” among marginalized groups- I look forward to a new academic year. 
