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May 17 [1918]

This morning we 

had flying clothes 

issued us, French outfit.  

This afternoon at 3:30 P.M. 

we went out on the 

Rouleur field.  The 

rouleurs are old monoplanes 

with the wings cut 

off & are used for 

straight line practice 

only.  They will not 

fly.  I made my 

first straight line 

today or rather my 

first line as the 

first time I ran 

it out into a nearby field and 

almost ran over 

some German prisoners 

that were working out 

there.

 

May 18 [1918]

We spent both 

Morning & afternoon 

on the “Grasscutters” as we 

call the Rouleurs.

 

May 19 [1918]

On the “Grasscutters” 

again today.

 

May 20 [1918]

This morning I received 

a notice that I was 

assigned to a monitor, 

Monsieur Cautin, a 

French aviator instructor 

which meant that I 

would begin flying 

immediately.  At 3:30 P.M. 

I took the truck 

along with about 

6 Americans & twenty or 

thirty Frenchmen, for 

the “Ville Chaise” field 

about 12 kilometers away.  

I wasn’t yet on to the 

tricks so did not 

rush for the truck 

& had to take the 

trailer.  I literally ate 

dust all the way out.  

But arrived on the 

field feeling fine.  

Met my new monitor 

& in a few moments 

was up in the air, 

taking my solo flight.  

It was great.  He let 

me put my hands on 

the controls right away.  

I had two flights.  

Cautin is a fine 

fellow, speaks good 

English & I like him 

very much.  I returned 

to the camp feeling 

fine.

 

May 21 [1918]

Went out to 

Ville Chaise again 

this afternoon & had 

three “hops.”  My 

monitor let me take 

the controls part of 

the time by myself &

I felt good to 

know I was 

driving a plane.  I 

forgot to say that 

yesterday I was lucky 

& got a ride back 

to the camp with 

Cautin.  It was a 

pretty ride & at my 

request he did a 

tight spiral.

 

May 22 [1918]

I did not get 

a ride today as we 

had repose & all 

went to town….

 

